
California Register Nomination
Maravilla Handball Court and El Centro Grocery



Maravilla Handball Court and El Centro Grocery–
three distinct components
*Handball Court (1928)

*El Centro Grocery (1946)

*adjoining residence (1946)

Period of Significance:

1928 - 1989



Criteria for Designation

· Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of local or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or the 
United States (Criterion 1). 

· Associated with the lives of persons important to local, California or national 
history (Criterion 2).

· Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master or possesses high artistic values 
(Criterion 3).

· Has yielded, or has the potential to yield, information important to the prehistory 
or history of the local area, California or the nation (Criterion 4).

California Register of Historical Resources 
Designation Criteria



· (Criterion 1): Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of local or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or 
the United States. 

* as an important social center for the multi-ethnic Maravilla community 
from 1928 through 1989.  The store, handball court, and activities that took place 
there were a focal point for the community.  The property exemplifies the cultural 
layers important to the history of East Los Angeles, including its association with 
the Japanese American Nishiyama family.

· (Criterion 3): Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or 
method of construction or represents the work of a master or possesses high 
artistic values.

* as an excellent, rare, and well-preserved example of a vernacular 
recreational resource type—a handball court.  It is the oldest known handball court 
in Los Angeles.

California Register of Historical Resources
Subject property eligible under following designation criteria:



Maravilla Handball Court
*  Oldest known handball court in Los Angeles 
region, and a remarkable record of this 
vernacular recreational building type

*  History of the court illustrates the multi-
cultural and multi-ethnic nature of the sport of 
handball

*  Court became a focal point for the Maravilla 
community



Maravilla Handball Court as 
a cultural resource



Nishiyama family played important role in the history of the 
property and community

*  Tommy and Michi Nishiyama, a Japanese American couple, 
operated El Cento Grocery from mid-1950s through 2006

*  Under their stewardship, the store and court evolved into a 
community focal point and gathering place

*  They sponsored community functions at the court, posted local 
announcements, and extended store credit to regular customers



Nishiyama family played important role in the history of the 
property and community

*  Tommy and Michi Nishiyama, a Japanese American couple, 
operated El Cento Grocery from mid-1950s through 2006

*  Under their stewardship, the store and court evolved into a 
community focal point and gathering place

*  They sponsored community functions at the court, posted local 
announcements, and extended store credit to regular customers



El Centro Grocery
*  Grocery market operated by Nishiyamas 
served as de facto social center for local 
community of Maravilla



Retains integrity of design



· (Criterion 1): Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 
the broad patterns of local or regional history or the cultural heritage of California or 
the United States. 

* as an important social center for the multi-ethnic Maravilla community 
from 1928 through 1989.  The store, handball court, and activities that took place 
there were a focal point for the community.  The property exemplifies the cultural 
layers important to the history of East Los Angeles, including its association with 
the Japanese American Nishiyama family.

· (Criterion 3): Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region or 
method of construction or represents the work of a master or possesses high 
artistic values.

* as an excellent, rare, and well-preserved example of a vernacular 
recreational resource type—a handball court.  It is the oldest known handball court 
in Los Angeles.

California Register of Historical Resources
Subject property eligible under following designation criteria:



We urge the Commission to recommend designation of the 
subject property to the State Historical Resources Commission 
for listing in the California Register.


